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TAGS: PINS PINT MILI LE SY 

SUBJ: SITUATION IN LEBANON-CONVERSATION WITH PRIME MINISTER 
AL-HOSS 

1. NEA/ARN DIRECTOR DESIGNATE CLUVERIUS, DCM KINSOLVING, AND 
AMBASSADOR CALLED ON PRIME MINISTER AL-HOSS AT HIS RESIDENCE, 
AFTERNOON, SEPTEMBER 8. HOSS IN SUBDUED MOOD AS IS EVERYONE ELSE 
IN BEIRUT AT THE MOMENT. WE DISCUSSED THE SITUATION IN COUNTRY 

AT SOME LENGTH AND HE MADE PREDICTABLE COMMENTS ABOUT ISRAELI ROLE 
AND ATTITUDES OF PARTIES. HE NOTED THAT HE HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH 
BOTH AMINE GEMAYEL AND DANY CHAMOUN AND HE UNDERSTOOD THAT SOME- 
HOW SYRIANS WERE STILL MAINTAINING CONTACT WITH AMINE AND THAT 
AMINE AND DANY WERE ALSO MEETING WITH PALESTINIANS. 

2. AMBASSADOR ASKED HIM WHETHER IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE EOR LEBA- 
NESE ARMY TO MOVE INTO THE CITY TO REPLACE SYRIANS, POINTING OUT 
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THAT SOME WAY MUST BE FOUND TO SEPARATE MARONITES FROM SYRIANS IN 
BEIRUT AREA. HOSS SAID THAT DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT HAD PROVIDED 
FOR SEPARATION WHEN SYRIANS WITHDREW EROM CERTAIN ADVANCE POSI- 
TION IN WESTERN ASHRAFIYAH, THUS LEAVING GAP OP 200 YARDS. 

CHRISTIAN MILITIA HAD MOVED FORWARD TO AGAIN BE PACE-TO-FACE WITH 
THE SYRIANS. WITH REGARD TO POSSIBILITY OP LEBANESE ARMY MOVING 
IN, WHILE IT MIGHT BE ACCEPTABLE IN EAST BEIRUT AT PRESENT TIME 
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IT WAS NOT AT ALL ACCEPTABLE IN WEST BEIRUT. MOSLEMS HAD NO CON- 
FIDENCE IN ARMY WHICH WAS CONTROLLED ABSOLUTELY BY A MARONITE 
COMMANDER IN CHIEF WHO WAS NOT SUBJECT TO CONTROL BY ANY ONE ELSE. 
THIS WAS NO REFLECTION ON GENERAL KHOURY, FOR WHOM HE HAD THE 
HIGHEST REGARD, BUT KHOURY HAD MAINTAINED IN COMMAND CERTAIN 
OFFICERS, SUCH AS ALBERT MUNAYYIR, WHO WERE FANATIC PARTISANS OF 
THE CHRISTIAN LINE. 

3. AMBASSADOR NOTED THAT THERE WERE CERTAIN UNITS SUCH AS THE 
GARRISON AT SARBA WHICH WERE CONTROLLED BY MARONITES BUT THERE 
WERE OTHER UNITS WHICH HAD BEEN FORMED AT YARZE WHICH WERE 
INTEGRATED. WOULD IT NOT BE POSSIBLE FOR THESE TROOPS TO ENTER 
WEST BEIRUT? HOSS SAID PROBLEM WAS NOT WITH UNITS, IT WAS WITH 

THE COMMAND STRUCTURE AT YARZE. MUSLIMS WANTED THAT CHANGED TO 
GIVE THEM FAIR REPRESENTATION. SOLUTION HE FELT WOULD HAVE TO BE 
WORKED OUT UNDER A NEW ARMY LAW WHICH WOULD SUBORDINATE THE ARMY 
COMMANDER TO A FIVE-MAN COUNCIL WHICH WOULD INCLUDE THE COMMANDER 
BUT WHICH WOULD ALSO INCLUDE NON-CHRISTIANS AND WHICH WOULD BE 
DESIGNATED BY THE CABINET. HOSS SAID THAT ONLY TWO MONTHS AGO 
HE WOULD NOT HAVE BELIEVED IT POSSIBLE TO GET AN ARMY BILL IN ITS 
PRESENT FORM PASSED. NOW, HOWEVER, A GREAT PART OF THE WORK ON 
IT, INCLUDING MANY OF THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES, HAD BEEN 
SETTLED AND HE THOUGHT THE BILL COULD BE PASSED IN OCTOBER. ONCE 
BILL WAS PASSED MOSLEMS WOULD HAVE MUCH MORE CONFIDENCE IN ARMY 
AND HE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO USE IT IN BEIRUT. UNTIL 
THAT TIME SYRIAN PRESENCE IN THE CITY WAS NECESSARY. IF SYRIAN 
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ARMY WERE WITHDRAWN, THE CIVIL WAR WOULD BREAK OUT AGAIN AT ONCE. 

4. AMBASSADOR EXPRESSED DOUBT THAT THE SITUATION WOULD HOLD THAT 
LONG. HOSS SEEMED ABLE TO REGARD THAT FACT WITH SOME PHILOSOPHI- 
CAL DETACHMENT. HE DID NOT CONVEY A GREAT FEELING OF URGENCY. 

HE SAID PRESIDENT WAS HOPING TO DESIGNATE A NEW GOVERNMENT AND HE 
THOUGHT THAT MIGHT HELP. HE SAID THERE WAS A DIFFERENCE IN 
APPROACH BETWEEN HIMSELF AND THE PRESIDENT, WITH THE PRESIDENT 
THINKING THAT HE SHOULD NAME THE CABINET AND THEN WORK OUT AGREED 
PROGRAM; WHILE HOSS PELT THERE SHOULD BE AGREEMENT IN ADVANCE ON 
THE PLATFORM TO WHICH NEW MEMBERS WOULD AGREE BEEORE ENTERING. 

HE THOUGHT HIS APPROACH MIGHT BE EASIER, BUT IE THE PRESIDENT'S 
WOULD WORK, THAT WAS OK WITH HIM. HE SAID THAT HE HIMSELF WOULD 
NOT AGREE TO SERVE IN THE NEW GOVERNMENT. HE COMMENTED EARLIER 
IN CONVERSATION THAT, AS A RESULT OE STRESS AT THE TIME OF 
PRESIDENT'S ABORTED RESIGNATION, HE HAD GOTTEN DIABETES. 

(AMBASSADOR BELIEVES HE HAD IT BEFORE AND IT MAY MEAN THAT HE 
SIMPLY HAD A FLARE-UP.) 

5. CLUVERIUS AND KINSOLVING ALSO CALLED ON THE SPEAKER OF THE 
HOUSE KAMEL AL ASSAD SAME DAY AND HAD A RATHER INCONSEQUENTIAL 
DISCUSSION WITH HIM. 
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